OMSI’s Current Science Programs Initiative Summary 

The Current Science Programs Initiative connects the local community with current science happening in their backyard by engaging scientists in the OMSI Science Communication Fellowship program, which builds public communication skills, and then inviting these Fellows to facilitate hands-on activities for OMSI visitors in a Meet a Scientist program held on the second Saturday of each month.
Under the Current Science Initiative, OMSI’s Meet a Scientist monthly program provides youth and families the opportunity to interact with local scientists and engineers who are friendly and prepared to communicate about their career and current work via customized hands-on activities. Pilot Meet a Scientist programs, held in Spring 2013, have been well received publically with 98% of visitors giving the experience a rating of 5 or higher on a scale of 1–7 and 77% reporting recognizing that the activity facilitators were local STEM professionals. Comments included “It’s really good having researchers available like this. [Name of scientist] did a wonderful job answering adult questions while facilitating kid’s hands-on activities.”

The Current Science Programs Initiative was established in 2013 and is on track to become a self-sustaining fee-for-service business unit. In the coming year, OMSI will solidly ground program infrastructure and develop critical strategic partnerships with STEM organizations, allowing for sustainable future growth. In this capacity building phase, OMSI will develop systems and partnerships to recruit scientists and engineers into the Science Communication Fellowship program, and develop a suite of fee-based science communication training services for OMSI partners.  The program currently serves cohorts of research scientists, primarily faculty and graduate students from local universities, but is envisioned to ultimately serve industry scientists as well, creating opportunities for scientists to share their work with the public in all areas of the museum, from an energy engineer facilitating hands-on activities in OMSI’s Earth Hall to a nutritionist conducting demonstrations in the museum’s café, Theory.

OMSI’s Science Communication Fellowship program grows the capacity of regional scientists and engineers to better engage and share their work with the local community. Fellows participate in OMSI’s Science Communication Short Course, a series of four professional development workshops (3–4 hours each) focused on building the skills to effectively engage public audiences. Participants refine key messages related to their areas of expertise and practice simple techniques for talking science with non-scientists. Each fellow concurrently develops a hands-on educational activity directly related to their area of work. Ample concept development and materials selection support is provided by OMSI staff, including at least one individual consultation session. Fellows then participate in OMSI public programs, including Meet a Scientist events, and can use their hands-on activity in their own events and outreach efforts.

Likely Funder Motivations & Program Alignment
Workforce Development

Meet a Scientist events provide opportunities for youth to meet and interact with real scientists, engineers, and STEM professionals who are OMSI Fellows. OMSI will be deliberate to recruit Fellows who represent diverse backgrounds and fields of research and industry. These fellows will act as role models to youth, inspiring them to pursue degrees and careers in STEM. 

Vehicle to Highlight Specific Current Science/Industry
Meet a Scientist, in tandem with the Science Communication Fellowship program, is an excellent vehicle for companies, labs, and science agencies to share and promote their work with a broad public audience. Fellows each develop a unique hands-on activity and display focused on their specific work/organization and each has the opportunity monthly to present this at OMSI during high-traffic periods. Participation in this program also builds an organization’s overall capacity to engage the public – they may choose to use their activity and display at other community events, and the fellowship program builds the capacity of individual employees to speak about their work in a range of settings. 
Current Science Literacy for Citizens

In today’s economy and society, it is increasingly important that citizens of all ages are able to understand and use current science information to inform personal and community level decisions (e.g. vaccines, fisheries, home energy choices, etc.). The Current Science Programs Initiative supports OMSI’s vision to be a critical resource for citizens, and a bridge for them to access and understand the latest findings and innovations coming from local research and industry. 
Building Science Communication Capacity of Scientists/Engineers
Scientists and engineers (and their employers) are increasingly recognizing the importance of becoming good communicators. Many scientists and science-based organizations are seeking training opportunities and venues to engage with the public. 
There is no shortage of topics where policy-makers or other members of the public seem to persistently misunderstand, misrepresent, or disregard the underlying science: climate change, genetically modified foods, vaccines, or evolution, among others. Consequently, the call for scientists to do a better job of communicating both the meaning and the nature of their work is getting louder. Public understanding of science not only affects people's ability to appreciate and make full use of the products of science, it also contributes to the extent of support for scientific research.
Alan I. Leshner, chief executive officer of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and executive publisher of Science (quoted from editorial in Science, August 2012)
Opportunities for Funder Recognition
Currently, funders can be recognized several places on internal Meet a Scientist program signage. This includes logo placement on table signs, and internal museum signage (the computers with daily/monthly special events rotating through). We could also always design and print larger or additional signage, as needed to accommodate different levels of support. 
When we begin recruitment for a new class of Science Communication Fellows, we will be distributing a flyer (electronically and hard copy) widely within the local scientific community. There will be an opportunity for funder recognition on the flyer, especially if a funder has provided for individual scholarships for scientists to enter the program (i.e. the Chevron Scholarship). 
Within the next several months, we will also be establishing a page on OMSI.edu promoting the Fellowship program (recruiting) and honoring existing Fellows. We will also set up some type of web visibility for the Meet a Scientist program. The scope of what the web presence will be has not yet been worked out, but there will definitely be opportunities for recognition. 
Project Frames for Proposals

Fellowship Scholarships
A funder could support scholarships for local scientists and engineers to participate in the Fellowship program ($2,500 per individual). The scholarships could be open to any applicant or limited to a particular demographic or discipline (i.e. female engineers). Alternately, a company could choose to fund the participation of their own employees in the program, as a means to provide skill building opportunity to employees and promote their work in the community. 
Meet a Scientist Program Sponsorship
A funder could choose to sponsor an individual Meet a Scientist program, or a series of programs over a defined period of time. Note that right now (before capacity is built up and the cadre of Fellows is larger), the events will be really small scale (just 1-3 Fellows at a time) so there may not be enough substance to sponsor. Long term, this could be a mechanism of raising bottom line relieving funds. 
General Program Support
A funding proposal could also be framed as a general capacity building gift to launch the vision of the Current Science Programs Initiative. Ultimately, we believe that the program will be financially self-sustaining. In the short term, there are many steps we need to take to get a robust program off the ground (developing partnerships, creating marketing materials, training initial cohorts of Fellows, etc.). 
Fee-based Science Communication Workshops
OMSI is now offering Science Communication Workshops to community groups (like a research lab, corporate employee group, etc.) on a fee-for-service basis. The workshops can be delivered at OMSI, or can travel. They are priced at $1,500 for a 3 hour workshop, accommodating about 25 people, but can scale to be longer or accommodate a larger group for an additional fee. These workshops could be included as a corporate benefit in a Current Science Programs sponsorship package, or otherwise be used to help cultivate prospective donors. 
